
 

Summer 2021   

Upcoming 

Events           
Check Our Website For Details  

 Posh Picnic  
Friday 

June 11 

Heritage Prairie Farms 

Great Western Freedom 4  

run and walk  
Sunday, July 4   

7:00 am - Run Start 

8:00 am - Walk Start 

Leroy Oakes Forest Preserve 

St. Charles 

Lazarus House Golf Open 

Friday, September 17 

11:00 AM 

Prairie Landing Golf Club 

Concert In The Park 
Saturday, August 21 

Lincoln Park, St. Charles 

2022 

Lazarus House Gala 

Unmasking the Face  

of Homelessness                   
Saturday, January 29 

214 Walnut Street                                                                
St. Charles, IL 60174                                                                                   

630-587-2144 
www.LazarusHouse.net  

Facebook:  LazarusHouseIL 
Twitter:  @LazarusHouseIL                                                                                  

Time is a funny thing…it can fly by in an instant and at the 
same time seem like it lasts forever. This seems to have 

happened over the last year as we have all navigated our way 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. Like everywhere else, 

Lazarus House guests and staff are beginning to feel COVID 
fatigued and wondering when it all will end. We are 

continuing to social distance, wear our PPE and sanitize 
everything, even though it feels exhausting some days. In 
addition, we are choosing to try and focus on the positives 

and see all the good around us. Volunteers delivering hot off 
the grill dinner, having a volunteer arrive to take a walk with 

one of our more isolated residents, and revamping of our 
Courtyard through a grant award. It also has become just a bit easier with the onset of 

warmer, sunnier weather. Inside this summer issue of our newsletter, you will find 
guest stories that show a positive outlook of what can be a difficult time.  

I welcome you to read and reflect…                     Julie Purcell, Executive Director 

Have we piqued 

your interest? 

To find out more about 

our Overnight Volunteer 

opportunity,  

contact Tasha at 
volunteer@lazarushouse.net 

 Gone are the days of us calling a cab for our guests!   

We recently were able to purchase a small monthly phone plan on a donated cell 
phone. This enables us to use Uber gift cards to arrange transportation for our guests 
who are in need. Examples of when this is needed: medical appointment, counseling ses-
sion, job interview, court date, visit with one’s child. Your donation of an Uber card would 
enable us to provide these services to our guests when our case managers are not able 
to drive them. Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

Save the Date for our 4th Annual Golf Outing at the  

beautiful Prairie Landing Golf Club in West Chicago. 

This day includes 18 holes of golf, lunch, dinner, awards 

and the drawing for awesome raffle baskets.  

Upcoming Fun in the Sun! 

Find more details about these fundraisers, go to the Events page of our website:   
www.lazarushouse.net/events 

Great Western Freedom 4   
Run/Walk  

Sunday, July 4th   
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve 

Early Bird Registration NOW OPEN 

Early Bird registration is now open for runners and walkers who wish to participate 
in the 2021 Great Western Freedom 4. At our last event, nearly 300 patriotic 
participants started their holiday running or walking to help their neighbors in 
need. Register to be a runner or walker at lazarushouse.net/
greatwesternfreedom4/ or scan the QR code to the right. 

The competitive 4-mile race is on a USATF certified course and is part of the Fox River 
Trail Runners Circuit. The 2-mile scenic walk is suited for the whole family to enjoy. 
Performance t-shirts to the first 100 registered runners and cotton t-shirts given to the 
next 150 runners and walkers.  No strollers allowed in the 4 Mile Competitive run. Strollers 
welcome in the 2 mile Scenic walk. 
 
All proceeds benefit Lazarus House, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit Emergency Shelter, Center for Transitional Living, 
and Homeless Prevention Program for men, women & children who are homeless or in crisis from Batavia, Geneva, 
St. Charles, or western rural Kane County.   

You are invited to join us for an elegant outdoor  fundraising 

dinner at Heritage Prairie Farm in Elburn on June 11th. This 

one-of-a kind outdoor, farm-to-table organic dinner will be 

served under the summer sky in a charming five point tent. 

EVENT FEATURES: 

Music and cocktails on the lawn 

“Step back in time” lawn games 

Live Auction 

Cash Bar 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:  

lazarushouse.ejoinme.org/POSHPICNICINFO 

http://www.lazarushouse.net/events
https://lazarushouse.net/greatwesternfreedom4/
https://lazarushouse.net/greatwesternfreedom4/
lazarushouse.ejoinme.org/POSHPICNICINFO


 

                   N e i g h b o r s  H e l p i n g  N e i g h b o r s  I n  C r i s i s  

 

 

Men’s Emergency Shelter  

David stayed at Lazarus House several times in the last few years. His sudden passing last year deeply saddened 
Lazarus House guests and staff alike – it was the dark point of a year that was already difficult for so many. Reflecting 
on David’s life (and the short time he spent at Lazarus House), there are only positive memories – and lessons – to be 
found and followed. The guests who come through Lazarus House doors all bring their own gifts and “flair” to the 
house… and David was no exception.   

Behind David’s initial “tough guy” exterior, there was a man who was an absolute joy to be around. His witty, gruff, 
and sometimes improvisational sense of humor could brighten the dreariest of days. His jokes, often unexpected, were 
always timed for maximum effect. In a way, David’s wit reflected another of his most admirable qualities: he always 
approached life with optimism and hope, and when his mind was set on a task there was little that could stand in his 
way. David approached hardship as an opportunity to rise to the occasion.   

He was also an unbelievably kind person. David showed such compassion to other guests - and to LH staff – as well as 
his constant willingness to lend a helping hand to others. Whether it was volunteering to shovel snow outside the shelter, 
helping with chores, or offering advice and employment connections to other guests, David always gave freely and 
without the expectation of reward. He set an example for humility and kindness, and those around him could not help 
but take notice. David brightened all of our lives with his humor, grace, and by simply “being David.” His time at LH 
stands as a reminder of how important it is for us to treasure each other as neighbors and fellow humans.  
 

Homeless Prevention Services 

Cindy and her young son arrived at the doors of Lazarus House in 2018. Originally from Asia, she met and married her 
husband and moved here with the promise of a better life. After some time, the marriage was no longer healthy for her 
and her child and she chose to seek shelter. After living for a time in the emergency shelter and then in transitional 
living, a housing opportunity arose through one of Lazarus House’s programs in Homeless Prevention Services. Cindy 
took the brave step to move out of shelter and into her own apartment. This subsidized program includes case 
management and she has been working hard toward independent living. 
 
Cindy’s divorce was recently finalized and she is enjoying her independence. She continues to improve her English, 
working with her English coach, becoming more and more confident in her communication skills every day. With the 
help of her mentor, countless days and nights of studying, years of relentless hard work and determination Cindy just 
became a United States Citizen. It is has been a long journey for her and she is proud of where she is and excited and 
hopeful for what lies ahead in her future. 

Center for Transitional Living 

Jake came to LH struggling physically: shortness of breath, sweating and visibly shaking. His case manager encouraged 
him to seek medical attention, but Jake was reluctant due to past experiences with doctors being confusing, difficult and 
unpleasant. With continued concern shown by staff, Jake agreed to let us help him get to the ER where Jake discovered 
that his health condition was more serious than he had thought. After several days in the hospital, Jake shared that all 
those involved had made him feel that his health and safety were important. He appreciated feeling cared for, respected 
& not judged for having Medicaid or being homeless. Having never been provided with this level of medical care in his 
life, Jake now feels empowered to follow the next steps to staying healthy, thus allowing him to now move forward with 
his other life goals.  

Women and Children’s Day Center  
 
For many of our guests, finding shelter means finding safety and stability at a time when they are terrified. Melinda was 
scared when she came to Lazarus House. She was scared she would drink if she was left alone, scared she had lost her 
connections with her family, and scared of what might happen if she had to sleep on the streets. Knowing she could 
count on having a place to sleep, shower, and eat relieved a large amount of that terror. You could visibly see her relax 
and breathe more deeply as she realized that for right now, she was safe. Less panic and stress meant a clearer mind. A 
clearer mind meant the ability to focus on her sobriety, family relationships, and a long-term plan for stable housing. 
For Melinda, shelter was the first, essential step towards a brighter future. 
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Lazarus House    

214 Walnut Street 

St. Charles, IL 60174  

Return Service Requested 

 Business Friends of  
Lazarus House 

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsor 

Learn more about Business Friends on our website, https://

lazarushouse.net/business-friends/ 
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