
Fall 2021   

Upcoming 

Events           
Check Our Website For Details  

Golf For Goodness Scramble 

Friday, September 17 

12pm Shotgun start 

Prairie Landing Golf Club 

Scarecrow Festival  
October 8th –10th 

Come vote for our scarecrow 

Thanksgiving Festival  
All community event  
Thursday, November 25th 

Christmas Brunch  
All community event  
Saturday, December 25th 

2022 

Lazarus House Gala 

Unmasking the Face  

of Homelessness                   
Saturday, January 29 

 The Q Center  

214 Walnut Street                                                                
St. Charles, IL 60174                                                                                   

630-587-2144 
www.LazarusHouse.net  

Facebook:  LazarusHouseIL 
Twitter:  @LazarusHouseIL                                                                                  

Lazarus House  

Executive Director, 

Julie Purcell was  

awarded the 2020 

St. Charles  

Chamber of Commerce & Women’s 

Business Council L.E.A.P. Award 

that recognizes Leadership-

Excellence-Achievement-

Professionalism.   

Every day, I am humbled and amazed by how our community wraps their arms 

around the guests at Lazarus House. It is a one of the many privileges we have, as 

staff, to be able to witness “Neighbors Helping Neighbors.” Here are just a few 

recent examples: 

*A local men’s fitness group provided the muscle to move some of our guests into 

their new apartments.  

*Local donors called, at just the right time, to donate needed items to assist our 

guests in setting up a new home as they moved to independent housing.  

*A few weekends ago, a church group came and hosted a delicious barbeque in our 

courtyard with all the food items you would want for an outdoor meal. They also 

stayed and created some welcome bags for new guests, pampered  the women with 

manicures, and washed some of our windows.  

*Four teenage girls spent a few hours sorting and organizing donated items so that 

they could be passed out to guests.  

*A local landscaping company came to mow and maintain our outdoor area to keep 

it looking beautiful for our guests to enjoy.  

*Volunteers became “walking buddies” for some of our guests. This gives our 

guests a chance to not only get some exercise and fresh air, but also to make a  

connection to someone in the community. 

*Just the other day, we had a newly retired 

gentleman offer to volunteer in whatever 

way needed. He came and did some  

extensive outdoor work for us, all with a 

smile on his face and a promise to return 

soon to help again.  

These extras are all on top of the everyday 

heroes who donate their time and talent to 

provide meals, sack lunches, urgent needs items, overnight support, guest  

transportation, errand running and so much more. Our guests feel this support and 

care each and every day! I cannot share with you enough the impact your kindness 

and generosity has on the individuals and families at Lazarus House. Thank you! 

As a guest recently wrote, it is “Humanity at its best!”  

~Julie Purcell, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

 

  NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS  

Lazarus House Great Western Freedom 4 Run/

Walk generated over $10,000!  

Many thanks to all participants and sponsors.  

 

A Lazarus House trained staff member is present & awake the whole night. Our overnight 
volunteer sleeps during their shift, only to be called out by Operations Staff to be present 
should staff need to handle a quick emergency. Our "Overnighters" have access to:  
            1) Our newly renovated space that meets social distancing standards and everyone is 

masked at all times & utilizing PPE stations. 
            2)  A regularly sanitized and private sleeping space.   
            3)  A volunteer key to staff restrooms for your convenience.   
 

For more info, contact: Volunteer@lazarushouse.net  

OVERNIGHT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  9 or 10pm—6:30am 

Many thanks to all who supported us at the POSH PICNIC on June 11th. Over $100,000 was raised to help 
us continue our mission of caring for the children, women, and men at Lazarus House experiencing home-

lessness.  We are so blessed to have such community support.  

Look what’s been happening at Lazarus House! 

We were fortunate to have been awarded a very special 

grant to renovate the courtyard area at Lazarus House. 

This included the space inside the fenced area that is 

specifically for women and children and outside the 

fence for our men, transitional residents, and Homeless 

Prevention Program clients. Originally this space had a 

rotted wood decking and retention 

wall, and overgrown landscaping 

and trees. With this grant, we now 

have beautifully landscaped areas 

that include a bubbling fountain, 

seating benches, a large table, and  

mulched area with large outdoor 

toys for kids inside the fence. Out-

side the fence we have a prayerful, 

serenity 

space and a picnic table that 

can be used for many purposes. 

Our guests love the new spaces 

and often say how wonderful it 

is to enjoy the outdoors in such 

a peaceful setting.  

Courtyard Renovation is Finished! 



                   N e i g h b o r s  H e l p i n g  N e i g h b o r s  I n  C r i s i s  

 

Center for Transitional Living Case Manager —Katie Collins 

Being greeted at the front door of Lazarus House by Katie feels like a privilege.  She makes anyone 

who walks through that door feel welcomed, cared for, supported and special.  Katie’s amazing 

energy, positivity, zest for serving and keen insight make her a valuable asset to Lazarus House.  In 

2007, Katie began as a volunteer here with her children, then moved into assisting our guests with 

employment needs part time, then transitioned into a full time Operations Coordinator role and just 

recently became the Case Manager for our Center for Transitional Living program.  There she will 

help guide and mentor the residents through a two year intensive case management program with the 

ultimate goal of independent living.  Katie shared “Working alongside our guests has been such a 

privilege for me over the years. I look forward to continuing to work with this amazing staff, and serving our guests in 

this  new role.” 

Guest Development Coordinator—Lizbeth  Rodriguez 

Lizbeth just began a part time role here at Lazarus House.  This role looks at all aspects of 

development in working with our guests:  employment, education, spirituality, community connection 

and then provides these resources individually, through groups or referrals with outside providers. 

She joins us with a background in social services working in a variety of settings: police force, 

substance abuse facilities, jail, and group homes for individuals with developmental and intellectual 

disabilities. Lizbeth displays an authentic non-judgmental outlook toward everyone, takes initiative in 

thinking creatively on behalf of our guests, and has a very calm & peaceful demeanor that is 

comforting to our guests here who are often in stressful situations. Lizbeth shared “I am happy to be a part of Lazarus 

House and excited to begin my journey here in assisting our guests!  The environment is vibrant and the guests & staff 

are nothing but welcoming!” 

Volunteer Coordinator —Megan Lopez 

Enthusiasm and upbeat energy is something everyone notices about Megan Lopez once they have 

met her. She has been a member of the Lazarus House team for about a year and a half as an  

Operations Coordinator. In that role she worked in both the Emergency Shelter and the Women and 

Children’s Day Center providing for guest’s needs, accepting and organizing donations, and seeing to 

the overall safety of the house. Megan has now transitioned into the role of Volunteer Coordinator 

and is responsible for scheduling all meal donations, overnight volunteers and service groups. In  

addition, she will be facilitating special house events like the Community Thanksgiving Feast, 

Christmas Gift Tag Program and so much more. Megan’s bright smile and eagerness to assist our 

guests has been and will continue to be a wonderful asset. Megan recently shared, "I love working at Lazarus House 

with all the wonderful guests and amazing volunteers. We can't do it without our community and I get to see the best 

of that every day!"  

Introducing...Lazarus House has a new team member as well as two current staff taking on new and  

challenging roles. Please celebrate these dedicated individuals who bring their purpose and passions to the house to 

serve. We are truly blessed to have them at Lazarus House. 

~Parting Words from our Guests~ 

 My time here has been so helpful in keeping me stable in every way while I transitioned through a divorce.  

 I was able to come to peace with everything that I was going through in my life...you really made me feel like a 

person again. 

 Lazarus House has been one of the greatest blessings in my life. 

 I am not where I want to be, but my experience staying here definitely pointed me in the right direction and gave  

me the hope I need to continue with my journey.     



 

Lazarus House    

214 Walnut Street 

St. Charles, IL 60174  

Return Service Requested 

Business Friends of  
Lazarus House 

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsor 

Learn more about Business Friends on our website,  

lazarushouse.net/business-friends/ 
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