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Lazarus House 

214 Walnut Street 

St. Charles, IL 60174 

  

Main Number: 630-587-2144 

Homeless Prevention Programs: 630-587-5872 

Website: www.lazarushouse.net 

 

  

  

 

Our mission is to offer guests connected to our  
communities, who are homeless or in need,  

hope for the future by providing hospitality, food,  
safe shelter and education – tools for life.  
May all who enter feel the love of Jesus. 
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The Year in Review — Things Never Expected 

Our January Gala was a great success and interestingly titled “Unmasking the Face of Homelessness:  The 

Hero Behind the Mask.” Only a few months later, we would be wearing masks with many in our community 

being heroes in essential services. Homeless Shelters are essential services and COVID-19 has had a 

significant impact at Lazarus House.  

For our Emergency Shelter guests, it has meant living in a hotel room to keep socially distanced and safe. 

Care was never canceled as they continued to meet with their case managers—but 6 ft. apart—and other 

staff made daily deliveries to the hotel of individually packaged lunches & dinners for each guest. Our 

Transitional Living residents remained at the shelter, utilizing all PPE precautions possible in communal 

living. Our staff used the time wisely by reorganizing, purging, painting, and cleaning. We learned how to 

ensure that our building stays safe.  

Early in the pandemic, we finished our Fun Space, an oasis room 

within our building where our guests can go to have fun and 

reduce stress. Thanks to the generosity of our community, this 

space is filled with all kinds of recreation including a ping pong 

table, musical instruments, arts & craft supplies and way more!! 

A huge blessing was being awarded the Chicago Impact 100 

grant of $100,000 which provided the start up funds for the remodel of our old main shelter kitchen and 

bathrooms while our guests were in hotels. In order to have sufficient space to house our current guests 

but also add more guests, the sloping floor of the sanctuary in our building was removed with new hard 

wood installed for beds and eating tables to be on level flooring!  All has created a new fun space, a 

beautiful new kitchen, congregate bathroom for the men, night powder room for the women & children, 

and expanded sleeping and eating areas for the men! What a great gift for our current and future guests! 

And we could not have done this with all our guests in house nor without the amazing donations provided 

by individuals, churches, businesses, organizations and grants! What a blessing! 

In the midst of the pandemic was the challenge of leadership change. Much like pieces of 

a puzzle, creating a team with various strengths and gifts and putting them together can 

make leadership stronger and more effective. Our new Leadership Team is headed up by 

Julie Purcell, Executive Director & Development Director; Wendy Gruber, Associate 

Director & Director of Guest and Staff Development; Sandy Falk, Finance & 

Administrative Director; Dawn McQuillan, Homeless Prevention Services Manager; and 

Amy Dimiceli, Operations Manager.   

Fundraising is a challenge during normal times but social distancing adds a whole new 

twist. Early on the Development Team designed the Care is Never Canceled Community, 

a way for people to support Lazarus House on a monthly basis, and it was very well received! In September, our Golf 

Open was very well attended and a huge success. Now come the change of a new Gala and what that will look like in 

January! 

So many challenges in 2020 and we are still learning and working on our daily mission of caring for our neighbors in 

crisis. That journey never ends at Lazarus House! 



“What you guys do here is just amazing. I don't know 
what I would do without all of you. Calling me every 
day, coming to visit, helping me with my internet...it 
really makes a big difference." ~  Guest quotes (while 

staying in hotel during COVID-19) 

"You are an 
angel, you're 
just missing 

your wings."  

Shelter & Meals Provided, despite COVID-19 
Through our Emergency Shelter program (which includes the Women and Children’s Center) 
and our Center for Transitional Living, we provide men, women and children with safe 
shelter, food, personal hygiene items, shower and laundry facilities, access to clothing and 
healthcare, case management, and classes and 
groups that support successful futures.  

 Homeless Prevention Services  
The name has changed but the goal remains the same. 
Homeless Prevention Services, formerly Outreach Services, 
consists of housing assistance programs to help people before 
they become homeless, so they can stay in their homes and get back on their feet. For those 
who have previously been homeless, we help them re-integrate back into the community with 
independence and dignity. We have access to limited grant funding that allows us to provide 
assistance with rent, mortgage and utilities. Many grants also offer case management.  

FY2020 Statistics 

18,000  Nights of shelter provided — 54,000 Nourishing meals served 

221 Individuals served:  45 children, 67 women, 109 men 

FY2020 Statistics 

59 Individuals from 35 households provided ongoing assistance 

35 Individuals from 16 households provided one time assistance 

IMPACT 
Guest quotes (while staying in hotel during COVID-19) 



Financials 

“Affordable housing brings stability, economic diversity and improves the physical quality of 

the neighborhood.” ~ John Woods 

Staff Directors –Executive / Development:  Julie Purcell  ~  Associate / Staff & Guest Development:  Wendy Gruber  
Finance & Administrative:  Sandy Falk; Staff Managers — Operations:  Amy Dimiceli  ~  Homeless Prevention:  Dawn McQuillan   

Board of Directors 
Board Officers — President:  Carolyn Hanna  ~  Vice President:  Bob McDowell  ~  Treasurer:  Ray Stachowiak  ~  Secretary:  Pat Leach 

Board Members — Lynette Anderson  ~  Carolyn Chiovino  ~  Scott Corirossi  ~  Lydia Dannenberg  ~  Diane DeWitte  ~  Peter Fazio   
Steve Figi  ~  Stormy Grinnell  ~  Libby Hocker  ~  Kate McCracken  ~  John Michalak  ~  Betsy Penny  ~  Heather Sidman 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION  
AS OF JUNE 30, 2020 (in  thousands) 

ASSETS 

 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

Property and Equipment 

Other Assets 

TOTAL 

Current Assets $1,235,601 

$193,923 

$3,496,102 

$4,925,626 

Net assets 

Current and Long-Term Liabilities 

TOTAL 

$4,522,296 

$403,330 

$4,925,626 

 
5.0% 

24.3% 

14.8% 

53.0% 

2.9% 

HOW WE SPEND EACH DOLLAR 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Shelter 

Homeless Prevention Services 

Center for Transitional Living 

Management & General 

Fundraising 

 

 

Salute to Our Supporters 

We cannot do what we do, without faithful,  
generous financial and volunteer supporters  

from our community and beyond!   
We are forever thankful to YOU! 

Looking Ahead 

Within the area we serve — Batavia, Geneva, St. Charles and western rural Kane County — there are very few options 

available for individuals in need of affordable housing. You may ask, what is affordable housing? This term refers to 

housing units that are affordable by that section of society whose income is below the median household income. 

With this in mind, Lazarus House plans to move forward with the renovation of its building at 15 S. 3rd Street — the 

former Women’s & Children’s Center/Administrative offices — into 2 housing units, one for men and one for women 

and children. As current guests move out of the Emergency Shelter or Center of Transitional Living, and as room 

allows, those in need would have the option of lower rent in a shared apartment setting. The hope is to complete this 

project in 2021, but is currently on hold due to the current national pandemic.  

 


